
 
How lovely it is to be experiencing this beautiful time of year. Cool, crisp mornings 
followed by the warmth of the sun.  At no other time are our skies as blue as they are 
now. And to see some clouds again after days and days of cloudless skies is priceless. 
A highlight towards the end of last week was hearing the children singing Easter songs at 
the festival. It is so different to hear the quality of their voices in an enclosed space. One 
day we shall have a hall and be able to all fit in to hear our choir.  
 
On two occasions last week I was fortunate to meet with our neighbouring Principal, Mr 
Rod Mc Neil of Mundaring Christian College. He brought up the senior students and the 
staff who will occupy the site next door to us from 2015. The excitement of their 
planning must have been very similar to what Silver Tree experienced only a couple of 
years ago.  Architects are drawing up plans so it won’t be long and we’ll see some 
progress.  I am sure we will have much to share in the future.  
 
Deb Williams, School Administrator 
 
Calendar of the Soul 
And when the golden summer sun grows weaker in our skies, 
I know it really does not die-it just goes through a change. 
For it has given its very self to me, in me it lies 
As sun-seed – I must guard it, precious in my heart as gold, 
It will live on in me through nights of winter, dark and cold, 
Till lo, in spring a radiant, beauteous flower shall unfold! 
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School Email: Welcome@Silvertree.wa.edu.au     Administrator’s email: Admin@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Community Development and Enrolments: Community@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 

Phone: 08 9295 4787    Fax: 08 6230 5381 (Please include area code) 
If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent to the school explaining the absence.   
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NEWS FROM THE PERTH WALDORF (STEINER) HIGH SCHOOL  
CLASS 12 ARCHITECTURE MAIN LESSON 2013 

This popular and rewarding Main Lesson kicked 
off the term for Class 12 students this year. It was 
the perfect challenge for them because it 
involved many aspects of study such as, planning, 
logical thinking, prioritising, imagining, feeling 
into, designing, constructing, adapting , working 
out proportions to scale, aesthetics, presentation 
and evaluation. Many of the skills required for 
this Main Lesson will also be needed for tackling 
the Independent Research projects later this 
year. 
 
We began our study in a two sided way. The first 
was an investigation into the nature of human 
need for shelter and our experiences of  
"dwelling" in our bodies as the basis for 
constructing forms in which to live. We looked at 

traditional building styles and methods of construction from around the world. Returning to Western Europe, we 
covered a huge time-span from Pre-historic building, eg. Stonehenge to the latest works of Frank Gehry, straw bale 
and sustainability in architecture. Along the way we studied buildings such as the Coliseum, Notre Dame, the 
Goetheanum, the Sydney Opera House and Frank Lloyd Wright's Falling Water house. The record of this journey is 
the actual Main Lesson book. 
 
The second aspect running concurrently, was the designing and 
construction of a model to scale. All of the students decided to go 
with a house of their choice and after many design teething problems, 
they settled down to work with card, foam board, balsa wood and 
clear plastic sheets. The results have been very pleasing indeed and I 
must congratulate the students for getting everything completed and 
in on time, and in addition, I am also really pleased with the models 
themselves. Many are multi-storied and complex with scaled furniture 
as well. They had to create their roof as an independent piece so that 
the interior could also be viewed. Congratulations Class 12 for a very 
successful completion! 

__________________________________________________________ 
THE OFFICE ORACLE 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
Question: Why is there a foot washing ceremony as part of the Silver Tree Steiner 
School Easter Festival? 
As part of the Easter Festival, a child from each class has their feet washed by their 
teacher in front of the class as a symbolic gesture of humility, and of love and 
dedication to the children.  The expectation of the class is that the gesture is received 
by those participating and by those watching with reverence. 
Before the Passover meal, Jesus washed the feet of his apostles.  By performing this 
lowly act of service, Jesus showed them the full extent of his love.  Several Waldorf 
Schools follow this tradition to welcome in Easter.  In the Waldorf school setting it is 

non denominational.  
 

http://christianity.about.com/od/biblefeastsandholidays/p/passoverfeast.htm


__________________________________________________________ 
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
___________________________________________________________________________________
SILVERTREE COMMUNITY FOOD HUB VIA THE LOCAL GROCER  
 
Great news! Silver Tree is now community food hub for the Local 
Grocer. The Local Grocer delivers locally sourced organic and 
conventional fruit and vegetables, meat and dairy once a week.  This is 
a new ethical venture in food run by husband and wife team Mary and 
Greg Winning, who are passionate about ensuring that Perth residents 
are able to purchase produce that is grown locally and pays the 
primary producer a fair price for their labours without increasing the 
price paid by the consumer. 
 
With The Local Grocer you can order fresh fruit, veg, meat, bread, 
eggs, dairy and some grocery lines online for delivery to the school.  
 
Orders are taken online by the preceding Tuesday. Pick up is from 
Silver Blossoms between 3 and 4pm on Fridays during school term. 
Our hub code is SILV15 and this must be placed in the ‘Gift 
Vouchers/Discount Codes’ when you order online.  This will ensure 
that you pay no delivery fee.  
 
If you think you might like to be a part of the Silvertree Community 
Food Hub, please join our new Facebook Silver Tree Community Food Hub page for more information (see the link 
via the school FB page). We need at least 5 orders each week to maintain free delivery status, and for each week our 
group places more than 20 orders, the Local Grocer will donate $100 worth of fruit and veg to the School.  

More information about The Local Grocer is available at http://www.thelocalgrocer.com.au/. For more information 
about our Silvertree hub you can contact the hub coordinator, Julienne van Loon (mum to Francis in K5), at 
juliennevanloon@bigpond.com or 0439 948 337 (please limit calls to between 8am and 6pm).   

Members of the wider community are also welcome to participate, so please spread the word if you know others 
who might be interested.  

LIBRARY STOCKTAKE – please return all Library Books 
The School Library is ready to undertake its annual stock-take.  In order to assist in this process kindly return all 
outstanding books to the office.  The library will be temporarily closed until term 2 during this process.   Apologies 
for any inconvenience, and please feel free to contact us should you have any queries (or desperately need to 
borrow a particular book). Thanks for your assistance. 
Tanya Poynter & Mei Bing Toh 
(0438737451)  (0404136215) 

ARTICLE 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
TEACHERS WARN EARLY MUSIC EDUCATION UNDER THREAT 
By Kieran Ricketts 
Updated Thu Mar 28, 2013 1:17am AEDT  
Teachers, academics and musicians are warning that shrinking budgets and standardised testing are taking the focus 
off teaching arts subjects such as music in early childhood.  The Queensland Symphony Orchestra (QSO), which is 
treating primary schools to an annual series of concerts, says music is a "right" and children are being sold short. 
"I don't think children are getting enough exposure to music at a primary school level," QSO conductor and Griffith 
University academic Peter Luff said.  "I have personally seen a drop-off of applications and enrolments even at a 

http://thelocalgrocer.gtp-icommerce.com.au/products
http://www.thelocalgrocer.com.au/
mailto:juliennevanloon@bigpond.com
http://www.abc.net.au/news/kieran-ricketts/3927854


tertiary level - and I think it starts at a grassroots level.  I think it should be a right of kids to have music, and a 
responsibility of us to provide them with music." 
Academics say the impact of early musical education is vital, and goes beyond the skill of learning an instrument. 
(With music) we've got a way to enhance the person - not just make them a machine that can replicate something  
Dr Ralph Hultgren from the Queensland Conservatorium of Music said. 
"All the research shows that [music] enhances social development, it enhances the capacity to intersect with other 
subjects like Math and English and it builds teamwork skills."  Dr Hultgren, who runs special programs for young 
people, warns music teachers need specialist training - and must not be just "a warm body" who enjoys music. 
"We lose sight of the fact that the arts, particularly music - is a whole-of-life and whole-of-person activity. 

 
St James Primary School principal Vicki Whittaker, whose students 
attended this week's QSO concerts, says with the introduction of 
nationalized structures like NAPLAN, there is a danger music can be 
overlooked.  "When we first began worrying about national testing, 
with English and mathematics, at the beginning there was such a big 
push just for those skills," she said.  "Music can get left aside. It's 
one of those subjects that teachers can think 'Oh, I don't have time 
to do that'."  The Government's controversial NAPLAN teaching 
reforms have come under fire for an increase in rote learning and 
"stressing out" teachers and children alike.  Ms Whittaker insists 

music has a "huge impact" on childrens’ personalities and says she 
has seen the benefits first-hand of making it a priority.  "Not everyone's geared to reading, writing and those type of 
skills," she said.  "[Music] really does round the child out and it gives children who are creative that avenue to really 
shine." 
 
The QSO's Vivienne Collier-Vickers, who has been hosting the concerts, has called for compulsory teaching of musical 
instruments at a primary level.  "Music needs to be seen as one of the key learning areas because it crosses over to 
language, mathematics, comprehension - everything," she said.  "It's still a rarity that schools have enough resource 
to get most of the kids playing.  "Dr Hultgren says Queensland is "the envy" of the other states with specialised 
teachers in primary schools, and says it is important for both a curricular and extracurricular focus on the subject. 
The QSO has been hosting its children's concert series aimed at primary schools for almost two decades. 
Organisers say students who have attended the concerts have gone on to tertiary music studies and professional 
music careers.  This week the QSO held the concerts for the first time in its new joint headquarters with the ABC at 
Brisbane's South Bank. 

_________________________________________________________ 
POSITIONS VACANT 

Applications are invited for the following position at Perth Waldorf School. 
 

Early Childhood Coordinator  - Part-time  (0.3FTE or 1.5days- approximately 11.25 hrs per week) 
Commence in Term 2 or as negotiated 

 
A position description is available from the school office and is also posted on the school website. 
To be emailed a job description or for further details, in the first instance please contact Joy Ray 

jray@pws.wa.edu.au by email or phone. 

 As a minimum, it is expected that an applicant would have knowledge of Steiner Education and the ethos of a 

Waldorf School especially as it relates to Early Childhood education. 

 An ability to work with teaching staff and parents is vital. 

 Applicants must meet West Australian child protection requirements. 

A written cover letter clearly stating experience and some biography details together with a CV and three referees 
should be sent or emailed to: 

The Administrator, Perth Waldorf School 
PO Box 1247, BIBRA LAKE WA 6965 
Email:  jray@pws.wa.edu.au  Applications close 4:00pm 15th April, 2013. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-11-26/naplan-tests-putting-kids-under-stress-study-says/4391452
http://qso.com.au/kiddies-cushion-classics
mailto:jray@pws.wa.edu.au
mailto:jray@pws.wa.edu.au


COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School.  

School: Silver Tree Steiner School 
 

Applications Close: Friday, April 5, 2013 
 

Professional Appointment 
 

Administrator for K-6 School 
 

Applications are invited for the position of School Administrator to join the Silver Tree Steiner School 
located on 20 acres in the Perth Hills of Western Australia. The school is committed to provide a 
Steiner education for Kindergarten to Class 6. We have strong enrolments, a dedicated staff and a 
magnificent natural bush setting. We wish to develop a self-sufficient school using sound ecological 
principles. The community is establishing an orchard, regenerating wetlands and making connections 
with the indigenous heritage of the area. The Administrator must have a willingness to be active in 
the community to lead the school into the next stage of development. 
 
Ideally, the successful applicant will have previous experience in school management, possess an 
enthusiasm for Steiner Education and have a positive, can-do approach. The School Administrator is 
responsible for the day-to-day operations of the school and must be able to work collaboratively to 
develop the school community. We are seeking a person who is a highly competent communicator, 
willing to connect with the local community and able to manage financial as well as educational 
requirements of this leadership position. 
 
Please provide a CV and cover letter to: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au detailing your experience in 
school management and Steiner Education. You will need to address how you will support the positive 
growth of the school and include names of three referees.   Apply by Friday, 5th April 5pm. 
Please contact Vivienne Howson : 0407 801 139 for information 

 

mailto:admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au


CLASSIFIEDS   
NOTICES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE NOTICEBOARD NEAR THE SCHOOL OFFICE 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School. 

You may need the services of a local 
licensed land surveyor and active supporter of the Silver Tree Steiner School.   Please call Peter of Naturaliste Land 
Surveys on 041 145 0784 or email pag@westnet.com.au to discuss.  
 

 is a local not-for-profit organisation. Our volunteers have grown fruit and vegetables for fund 
raising since the early 1970’s. We avoid pesticides whenever possible, only using organically acceptable recipes if the 
natural predators are being overwhelmed. You can find us at the Silver Tree market each Thursday of the school 
term. 

 An order form will be located in the notice board at the 
entrance to the school if any families would like to order bread during the school term. Orders are to be in by 
Wednesday 3pm. Bread will be delivered Thursday morning and will be outside the office awaiting collection.  

mailto:pag@westnet.com.au




 
GEMS Compost Bin Fundraiser  

  
Looking for a compost solution for your home? 

ROTO Twin Composter 140L; for sale for only $175   

As a fund raising initiative, Silver Tree’s Gardening and Environmental Management committee is selling 
the ROTO Twin Composter (as seen in Lily Pily kindy and in the primary vege garden area).  

This is a great compost bin for use by children as they are able to be filled and turned easily. With good 
management, your compost will be ready in 2-8 weeks. A guide to effective composting is provided.   

The tumbling compost bin (pictured below) costs $175. (RRP is $169 plus $25 postage).  
Other Maze compost bins will also be available at a discounted price to members for the school 

community. Further details at http://www.mazeproducts.com.au 
Please contact Bronwyn on bronwynandpaul@iinet.net.au if you are interested in finding out more or to 

place an order. An order will be placed after the Easter break.  

 

Convert your organic waste into nutritious compost for 
your garden in as little as two weeks. The unique two 
chamber design of this composter allows you to fill one 
side while the other is curing. It holds 140lt of compost, 
is easy to fill, turn and empty and has an adjustable air 
vent for increased ventilation. 
Benefits: 
Two chamber design - cure one batch and keep adding 
to the other  
 Easy flip door with add and curing symbols  
 Rodent proof design  
 Built in churners for faster composting  
 Easy to turn barrel  
 Adjustable air vent  
 Easy to assemble, instructions included  

                  Effective ventilation  
                  Strong and rigid frame  
                  Space efficient  
                   Place on any surface  
Specifications 
Maze Part Number: MCT-D140 
Danks Part Number: 2513984 
Dimensions assembled: 66cm x 71cm x 91cm 
Dimensions of box: 58cm x 21cm x 57cm 
Weight: 14kg 


