
Hello everyone, 
 
Last week, the warm autumn weather changed and we experienced our first storm for 
the season. The weather last week caused power loss in many parts of the hills region, 
including Parkerville and causing the school to close for the day. Thank you to all parents 
for their assistance with class phone trees early that morning.  The school has wanted to 
purchase a generator since moving to this new site so as we can keep the school open in 
these times. Unfortunately, generators are very expensive.  Early this week, to our 
surprise and delight, Peter Grant (ex-parent and Board member) offered to loan his 
generator to the school which can support the school power needs enough to keep the 
school open. The school will look at the installation of this generator as early as possible 
in light of the winter weather to come.  Thank you Peter and Naomi. 
 
This week at our assembly we say good bye to Deb Williams who has in nine months as 
our School Administrator, provided guidance to our teachers, the various committees, 
parents and students. Her work has contributed to continuing growth and development 
of our school and the Board of Governors acknowledges her significant efforts and the 
respect she has shown our community. Thank you to the staff who have organised Deb’s 
goodbye assembly and Hayley for the collation of the beautiful works of art created by 
the children for Deb. 
 
In the same week we warmly welcome Marie Hutton who will work in the office at the 
front desk on alternative days to Kim.  Marie joins a very friendly, professional and 
energetic team of office members. Please join us in welcoming Marie to the team.  
 
Over the past months a group of parents have been meeting to look at ways to fundraise 
for our new building for next year. They have been investigating many creative ideas to 
raise a substantial amount of money and will shortly share this with you.  To this 
fundraising group, thank you for your efforts and we look forward to the events to come.  
 
Next week we welcome Donna Bieundurry, our new School Administrator to the school. I 
would like to thank the teachers and office staff who have through this time of change 
worked together as true professionals. It is hard not to notice the love the staff have for 
the students, their work and our school. We are so fortunate.  
 
Warmest regards 
Vivienne Howson 
Acting School Administrator 
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School Email: Welcome@Silvertree.wa.edu.au     Administrator’s email: Admin@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Community Development and Enrolments: Community@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 

Phone: 08 9295 4787    Fax: 08 6230 5381 (Please include area code) 
If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent to the school explaining the absence.   
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER 
Our bush walks will be starting this Thursday morning and continuing every Thursday throughout the term unless 
there is a birthday celebration or storm force winds.  Both Gumnut and Lilly Pilly will be leaving at approximately 
9.00am and returning around 10.00am.  This is such a special time for the children and it is a time when we really 
appreciate some help.  The more hands there are to hold, the further we are able to explore.  Please try to join us if 
you are able to help out on a regular basis.  That would be very much appreciated.  Please put your name down on 
the Thursday slot on the help roster and mark it for Bushwalk. 
Thank you to those who remember to bring in flowers in the mornings.  These flowers help to create our beautiful 
kindergartens and we really do miss them when they don’t arrive. 
Paddy and Jo 
 
KOORRDJENANGIN NEWS 

 
What great fun it has been to trying to solve 
problems in our linear measurement main 
lesson! This week's problem has centered on 
finding out how big Noah's Arc was, using cubits 
of course! 
Thank goodness for the enormous paddock next 
to our school, as this is where the class used 
their prepared cubit strings to measure 300 
cubits long and 50 cubits wide. (The height of 30 
cubits we had to imagine!) The children were 
able to experience how big the arc was, using 
coloured clothes to mark the boundaries. 

Tomorrow the class begin learning about measurement in Roman times, 
including the pace and mile. It will be interesting estimating how long a 
mile is - and then actually walking it!  
Anna Brindal  
 
PILGRIM NEWS 

Well it's been what seems like a lifetime since I last wrote a wee up-date on the happenings of all things Pilgrim 
related.  That's not to say that things have been quiet and there has been nothing to report - au contraire!!   
Term one saw us kick off the year with those brutal Romans.  From the founding brothers Romulus and Remus all the 
way to Julius Caesar.  Naturally there were many amazing stories to be told and goodness me, seemed the era of all 
things Roman was a non-stop barrage of battles.  We then did a maths revision lain lesson and finished off the term 
with a good look at the heavens - astronomy.  I was really stressed out at the prospect of channeling my inner 
'Patrick Moore', but it turns out I learnt an incredible amount just through the mountains of research I had in order 
to feel comfortable with content I could deliver - Patrick Moore would have been proud I'm sure!  So we didn't have 
all the dry, factual stuff, although the children knew plenty of that already, but we looked at the heavens in terms of 
myth, awe, and utter wonder and often bewilderment.  It's quite unbelievable to think about how the earth keeps on 
turning, day in, day out - it never stops - bit like a Steiner teacher really!!!   
A two-week holiday later and we are now in the midst of rehearsing for our play - perhaps one of the most famous 
love stories ever told - 'Romeo & Juliet'.  With a list of characters as long as my arm, I was a bit daunted with the task 
of culling this list to a cosy 10 actors.  Actually it wasn't too bad in the end because the solution was easy - give 
everyone 3 parts!!  Indeed this, the last Pilgrim Play at Silver Tree, promises to be amazing.  Already after only one 
week I have shed a wee tear watching these amazing Pilgrims deliver their Shakespearean lines.   They do it so 
naturally.  There have been moments of utter spontaneous silence as the words and actors marry to make for an 
incredibly moving atmosphere.  There will be two performances on the Thursday 6th June and Friday 7th June - 
details to follow. 
Looking forward to the next couple of weeks.  If anyone from any class would like to get involved with some costume 
or backdrop making, please let me know.  
And so I bid you all anon, 
Yvette 



_________________________________________________________ 
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
WELCOME TO MARIE 
Hi my name is Marie Hutton and I am the new part-time 
Registrar working in the school office.  I live in the local 
area and have a 3 year old daughter who attends the 
Steiner playgroup and an 11 month old son. 
I have previously worked in Human Resources and 
Executive Support positions, more recently in the Health 
Industry. My interests include spending time with family 
and friends, keeping fit, all sporting activities and the 
outdoors.  
I am very much looking forward to working at Silver Tree 
Steiner School and I look forward to meeting you all. 
 

 
CHICKEN POX 
There has been one confirmed case of chicken pox in kindergarten.  The child will be cared for at home until it 
has cleared up and will then return to school. 
 
SILVER TREE GARDENING AND ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE NEWS 
Our sincere regards to those families who purchased a Maze compost tumbler as part of our GEMS fundraiser. 
The money we have raised has enabled GEMs to purchase two much needed new wheelbarrows, and some 
groundcover species and small shrubs for the kindergarten and playgroup gardens. Funds will also be spent on 
purchasing “shade trees” to create shady areas in the playgroup playground.  
GEMs would like to acknowledge Maze Composting for their very generous discount on the wholesale cost of 
their tumbling compost bins so we could coordinate this fundraiser.  Maze composting also provided Silver 
Tree with a special discount so we could purchase a compost tumbler for Gumnut kindy (so each kindergarten 
now has their own compost bin) and a second compost bin for use by primary school classes for composting 
their food scraps generated during their regular cooking classes.  These compost bins have been purchased by 
funds received by the Waste Wise Schools Program.  
 
There is still one compost tumbler available for sale. Please contact Bronwyn on 
bronwynandpaul@iinet.net.au for more information.   If you are interested in finding out more about how you 
can compost at home or how to improve the quality of your compost, here is a new composting guide that 
may be useful.  http://www.compostinghome.com.au/home-composting-guide 
Happy composting! 
Bronwyn Scallan, GEMS coordinator 
 
THANK YOU 
 

Thank you to Lotus Kingston (dad to Amos and Reign) for designing thank 
you certificates for the school.  
 
Thank you to Charles Crowther (dad of Annika, Adeline and Ruby) and 
Rohan Carboon (dad of Ruby and Gemma) for fixing and beautifying the 
path to the Village.  
 
Thank you to Dean Glasgow (dad of Brianna) for spending the extra time 
on the new vegetable gardens.  
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COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School.
 

You are warmly invited to the 

 

Perth Waldorf School High School Journey 
And Beyond! 

 
6.30pm 

Wednesday 05 June 2013 
Perth Waldorf School Hall 

 
This evening will include information about the PWS High School, an introduction to the High School 

curriculum by teachers, tertiary entrance details and reflections by past students and parents of 
graduates. 

Tea, coffee and refreshments will be served. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  MUMS RAISING BOYS -  Wednesday 15th May at 1 Ord Street, Fremantle 6.30-9 $25.00 
However well-prepared mothers are logically, the emotional response to having a boy is often still, ‘Wow! This is 
unknown territory.’ It is true that for many mothers, the idea of raising a son carries its own set of worries. As the 
primary female role model in a boy’s life, mothers play an important role in the development of their son’s identity 

including their ability to be nurturing. This is turn affects how they relate to others, particularly to girls and women. 
For further information please phone 9489 6322 
 



CLASSIFIEDS   
NOTICES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE NOTICEBOARD NEAR THE SCHOOL OFFICE 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School. 

WANTED HOUSE FOR RENT Single mother with two children urgently looking for a rental property in the hills.  
Please contact Chelsea on 0498 471 378. 
 
HOUSE FOR RENT Large 4 bedroom 2 bathroom house with two offices, large dining and living areas, brick lock up 
garage. All on large 1 acre property. Very close To Helena Senior College In Glen Forrest. $720 per week. Suit large 
family or working from home. Enquiries, please call Peter on 0411 450 784. 
 
THINKING OF BUILDING ON YOUR LAND OR DEVELOPING YOUR LAND?? You may need the services of a 
local licensed land surveyor and active supporter of the Silver Tree Steiner School.   Please call Peter of Naturaliste 
Land Surveys on 041 145 0784 or email pag@westnet.com.au to discuss.  
 

PATHWAYS FARM is a local not-for-profit organisation. Our volunteers have grown fruit and vegetables for fund 
raising since the early 1970’s. We avoid pesticides whenever possible, only using organically acceptable recipes if the 
natural predators are being overwhelmed. You can find us at the Silver Tree market each Thursday of the school 
term. 
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How is a Steiner Education Different? 

Join us on our next school tour on THURSDAY 23rd May (next week) and find out how a Steiner 
curriculum can meet your child’s developmental requirements. 

See inside our beautiful classrooms and have a chance to ask your own questions. 
Date: 23rd May 

Time 9:30 – 10:30 with coffee and cake at question time. 
Please register at the school office. 

 
 
 

 
“The sun with loving light makes bright for me each day, the soul with spirit 
power gives strength unto my limbs. In sunlight shining clear I revere, Oh 
God, the strength of humankind, which thou has planted in my soul, that I 
may with all my might, may love to work and learn. From thee stream light 
and strength to thee rise love and thanks.”  
― Rudolf Steiner 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2593.Rudolf_Steiner

