
Dear Parents, 
 
Last week we held our AGM and we welcomed four new Members to the Board of 
Governors, Phillip Quenby, Lisa Payne, Keith Hutchings and Anthony McLeod. We said 
goodbye and thank you to Helen Platell and in her absence, Lisa Joy who have 
contributed enormously over the past three years on the Board.  John Taylor will stay on 
the Board over this transition time as his contributions over the past three years have 
indeed supported our school in many significant ways and his knowledge of Steiner 
Education is invaluable. A special welcome to Donna Bieundurry as our new School 
Administrator was a highlight of the evening.  Thank you to all who assisted in creating 
the room for the meeting we held and to Kim and Marie who prepared papers, flowers 
and other treats for the night. To the cake makers, Lisa Way and Helen Winterbottom, 
thank you for your baking. Delicious! We hope to bring you a written piece about each of 
the Board Members in future Silver Leaves. 
 
The following day, John Taylor attended the Faculty meeting and gave a talk based on his 
recent attendance at the Asia Pacific Steiner Teachers Conference in Korea and talks with 
Steiner schools in the region. It was a very stimulating talk for all.  John very graciously 
gave each teacher a copy of Steiner’s book, ‘Soul Economy.’ A very generous gift to our 
teachers.  John will attend future Faculty meetings giving talks to support the work of 
our staff and we look forward to these meetings.  
 
With the strong collegial staff here at Silver Tree, the supportive parents and community 
and the very respectful and courteous students, I am very confident that Donna will be 
guided well into the role she has begun and will offer the leadership and professionalism 
that will take our school into the future.  Welcome Donna.  
 
Kindest regards 
Vivienne Howson 
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MESSAGE FROM DONNA 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
As I sit at the School Administrator’s desk to write 
this first piece for Silver Leaves, I am struck by the 
small, yet beautiful details that surround me.  There 
are pretty daisy flowers in a vase, the morning 
sunlight streaming through the window and the 
laughter of small children playing in the Gumnut 
Kindy just outside.  These, and so many other 
evidences of heart and soul of the Silver Tree school 
community fill my spirit as I assume the 
responsibility of leading our beautiful school.  My 
connection to Silver Tree began as a parent; my son 
Jett (C2) and daughter Ruby (K4) have flourished 
under the care and guidance of the wonderfully 
committed faculty and the wider school community.  
Like so many other parents, I reflect on the 
similarities between the opportunities offered here 
to my children and my own childhood.  I grew up on 
a farm several hours East of Perth, however as an 
educator I have lived and worked in communities in 

a diverse range of areas in WA.  I have been a Principal and a Deputy Principal in schools in Perth, Broome, Nannup, 
York and several Remote Aboriginal Communities– it is this experience in leading schools that will enable me to 
continue the work that has been so ably done here by Bruce, Deb, Vivienne and all of the people who have 
contributed to growing Silver Tree with such strong roots.  I aspire to hold the school with a strong heart and clear 
mind as we consolidate the work that has been done whilst also planning and working towards future growth.   
Donna Bieundurry,  
School Administrator 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER 
Many thanks for the flowers that you brought in last week. Our rooms were brighter and more beautiful because of 
them. Please don’t stop bringing them in! 
 
Many thanks also to those parents who came on our first bush walk of the year last Thursday. The Lilly Pilly children 
were so excited it was like walking with a cocktail party. They never stopped talking about their adventures, even 
when we were running! We walk for anything up to an hour, the older group maybe for longer on a nice sunny day, 
so if you feel the need to slow down and smell the roses, this could be your opportunity. You are always welcome, 
even if you haven’t signed up that you are coming. The children always love it when their family is represented, and 
you can use it as Parent Participation Hours too. 
 
If you still need a couple more hours, or you would like the opportunity to be at kindy with your child, then please 
consider helping with the kindy roster. If you can arrive at about 11.15 and help with washing up morning tea, and 
giving the room a quick sweep, your help will be appreciated enormously. Little Woylies parents in Gumnut are 
welcome to sign up now as your children are all well settled, as are all the Possums in Lilly Pilly.  Rainbow parents 
have been quick to sign up for Fridays and carried the bulk of the load last term. Thank you. It would be wonderful if 
everyone else could follow their lead. 
 
This week the Lilly Pilly children struck ‘gold’ in the sand pit and found a so far untouched seam of ‘fairy sand’ which 
they have successfully and thoroughly ‘mined’ to refill the fairy sand table on the verandah! Since the first saucepan 
of fairy sand was returned to the table it has been a hot spot of play and all the children are treating the fairy sand 
with great respect and working together to keep it clean of mulch and mud. Isn’t it amazing what can result from a 
few weeks of privation! 



 
THE WAYFARERS…….OUT AND ABOUT 

Recently you may have seen the Wayfarers on the 
hard-court warming up, then jogging through the staff 
carpark. We have begun training for the Greek 
Olympic Games which will be held at Perth Waldorf 
School in term 3. Ancient Greece is studied as part of 
the class 5 curriculum and the Olympic Games form 
part of this. The children were encouraged through 
imagery to run beautifully…….and run beautifully they 
did! It was wonderful to see the children embody the 
uprightness of the graceful Greeks as they made their 
way down to the hard-court in single file without a 
word spoken to warm up for their first training jog. No 
laurel wreaths would fall from the heads of the 
Wayfarers as they made sure their legs were doing 
the work! Thank you to Janice who has offered to 

source some bamboo so that we may have some home-made javelins to practice with. 
 
In three weeks’ time, the Wayfarers will be off on an overnight tent camp at the Hills Discovery Centre where we will 
make further connections with the Noongar culture, participate in a night stalk activity and wander along a trail 
through the bush to learn about the local water catchment area….stay tuned for some stories and photographs of all 
the fun we plan to have. Thank you to those parents who have offered to stay at camp or support us by helping to 
pitch the tents, by preparing food to keep us well nourished, or by driving out to the camp. If you are unable to 
transport your child to or from camp, please let me know so we can organize a lift. 
 
A heart felt thank you to all those who were able to attend the Wayfarers parent evening on Monday.  It’s cold 
outside, but there’s lots of warmth in that little room of ours! I love to get together with parents and hear what is 
going on for the children from a different perspective. We had a very interesting, light-hearted chat (thank you 
Louise!!) about where the children are in terms of their physical, social and emotional development and how we as 
parents are handling some of the bumps in the road as they crop up. We talked about high school, growing up, our 
upcoming camp, a little about the curriculum and parents had an opportunity to peep into their child’s 
desk……surprisingly tidy someone noted! 
 
I did have a request from a parent unable to attend; asking if I could get information to the family which affected 
their child. Unfortunately the parent evenings are not simply about passing on information. They are a way of 
connecting with our children and what they are doing and also a way of getting and giving support as we weave our 
way through the minefield that parenting often brings.   There are many topics discussed at parent evenings, ranging 
from the curriculum and any related activities, to the picture of the child, to the children’s social picture, to how you 
as parents can support your children, the school and each other in the (often) very challenging job of bringing up and 
educating our children. These evenings often bring to our consciousness issues that may arise down the track, and 
frequently those who don’t attend, later end up asking about things which were addressed at a previous evening.  
So, If your child’s teacher offers one of these evenings (we do try to give a few weeks’ notice) make the effort, set up 
some childcare and go along and see what may grow from it….you are sure to enjoy it! 
 
Enjoy these lovely Autumn days as we weave our way into cosy, cosy winter. 
Megan  

 
WAYFARERS CRAFT 
The Wayfarers have had an amazingly crafty year so far. The class 4's have been busy creating some beautiful and 
intricate cross stitch designs - each as special and unique as the child making it. Congratulations also to the class 5's 
for their really enthusiastic sock knitting over the last few months! Last week marked a celebration as all class 5's 
finished at least one , if not two of their winter socks, knitted on four needles. Some children have even completed a 
splendid pair of gloves as well! The next class 5 project will be a hot water bottle cover, also knitted using four 
needles and some creatively designed snugly winter animals. Well done to all the Wayfarers for some really 
wonderful craft work!  
 



WAYFARERS CRAFT (cont’d) 

Julia and Melissa 
 
PILGRIM NEWS 

SILVER TREE STEINER SCHOOL PILGRIMS 
Present: 

Romeo & Juliet 
(abridged) 

by William Shakespeare 
edited by Yvette Ghouse 

 

Performing Arts Hall 
Helena College Senior School 

52 Bilgoman Road, Glen Forrest 
 

Thursday 6th June 6:00 pm 
Friday 7th June 6:00 pm 

Food & drinks will be available to purchase during intermission.  $2 ea. 
 

ENTRY BY GOLD COIN DONATION 
 

Play suitable for class 5 and above only due to adult themes. 
 

PILGRIMS - HELP NEEDED  
A volunteer from the Silver Tree Community who could video the play on both nights and then make copies for sale 
for $5 each.  The time spent would go towards PPS hours and any costs would be reimbursed. 
and 
The Pilgrims will be starting a mosaic project soon and so if anyone has floor tiles (not wall tiles) or old crockery that 
they no longer want please bring them in and they will be put to good use.  Thank you 
Yvette  
  



__________________________________________________________ 
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
___________________________________________________________________________________

TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS TO THE BUILDING FUND 
As the end of the financial year approaches we just wanted to remind readers that donations to the School’s building 
fund are tax deductible. If you or anyone you know wish to make a donation to the building fund you can do so 
online to BSB 633 000 Account 1400 71069 The Silver Tree Steiner School Building Fund Account.  A receipt for tax 
purposes can be obtained by contacting our Bursar, Dawn Steel on bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au.  
 
Thank you to those who choose to contribute to our School in this way. 
 
SILVER TREE GARDENING AND ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE NEWS 
GEMs COMMITTEE MEETING   
All are invited to attend our next GEMs meeting on Monday 27th May 2013, from 8.30am-10.30am @ Silver 
Blossoms. Please RSVP to bronwynandpaul@iinet.net.au if you are interested in joining us.  
IN APPRECIATION 
This week I would like “pay homage” to four very special parents for their contribution to our school gardening 
and environmental management program. 
In appreciation of Jorg Unseld for his volunteer work as our classroom gardening coordinator and teacher, for 
the wonderful job he is doing and for his generosity of spirit and love of gardening that he brings to his 
teaching. 
In appreciation of Kylie Ellis, Silver Tree’s groundsperson, for her commitment and passion for keeping our 
gardens well managed and for her role in organising our busy bees. Kylie is also a GEMS member and she 
volunteers many of her spare hours looking after own lawns and gardens, forever removing those persistent 
weeds. 
In appreciation of Robyn Smith, our scarecrow extraordinaire, for the magnificent job she did coordinating the 
scarecrow making as part of our busy bee and for coordinating Silver Tree’s entry in the Muscular Dystrophy 
Foundation Scarecrow competition. All scarecrows that were made are a work of love and art.  
And also in appreciation of Charles Crowther for generously donating his time and his bobcat to moving mulch, 
fallen tree branches and moving many things from here and there, and there to here. We are very grateful for 
this work because if the bobcat wasn’t spreading all that mulch and moving those trees, we would be!  
And of course our thanks goes to the families of our gardening helpers, for sharing their time with their 
parents with the school as well.  
Bronwyn Scallan, GEMS coordinator 
 

LOST OR FORGOTTEN? 
Did you leave a Connect 4 game in the office? It’s here! 
 
PREPARING OUR CHILDREN 
"Our world is changing at a rapid and dramatic pace. Every decade brings technological advances and unforeseen 
social change. So how can we prepare our children for a world we can't envision?"  Click the following link to see a 
TED talk by Jack Petrash, a Waldorf teacher in Maryland.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imaW-TabxOE 

P&F 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

LEFTOVERS 
There are a numbers of plates, platters, bowls and containers that haven’t been collected from the night of our 
Bushdance a few weeks ago.  They will be on the verandah of the school shop for the remainder of this week.  Please 
come and collect yours. 
Thank you 

 

OLIVES, OLIVES AND MORE OLIVES 
One of our school parents, Zoe Hemstead has olives galore on trees at her place in Chidlow and 
is happy to donate sale proceeds to the school.  So if you want table olives and have the energy 
to come and pick your own, please call Zoe on 0427 737 778 
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Can you produce a basic newsletter in Publisher or Pages (or 
similar)? 

WE NEED YOU!! 
  

 You would be helping the Parents and 
Friends Association at Silver Tree to 
communicate about P&F events with 
the rest of the school.  
 
This is a PPS job that can be done in 
your own time and in the comfort of 
your own home. Could you help? 
Please chat to Kim or Marie in the 
office or e-mail 
welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au 

FUNDRAISING 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

A new Fundraising Committee is underway in our school community.  The school 
is in a growth phase and this committee is focused on raising large amounts of 
money to ensure that we have infrastructure in place to support the growth.  
There are plans for a third kindergarten building for 2014, another classroom for 
2015 and a music room.  If you would like to contribute your time and energy to 
this endeavour, or maybe you’d just like to make up some PPS hours, please 
contact Peter Grant on 0411 450 784.   New members are always welcome. 
 
Some of the projects in the planning stage and requiring assistance are: 
Corporate lunches/dinners with entertainment.  Graeme Jarrod is looking for 
anyone who has well known contacts, for instance, a comedian, singers etc.   In 
other words, someone who can attract an audience .  You can call him on  
0439 999 030. 

 
An auction of items, signed by well-known or famous people.  If you have a contact or could donate one or more  
signed items, please contact Sabina Stefan on 0417 931 468. 
 
An art exhibition and sale.  Peter Grant is looking for assistance so please call him on 0411 450 784. 
 
A fun run is being organised for the end of term.  More information is coming.  If you can help, please contact 
Marijanna Smith on 0412 298 994. 
  



 

COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School.

CLASSIFIEDS   
NOTICES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE NOTICEBOARD NEAR THE SCHOOL OFFICE 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School. 

WANTED HOUSE FOR RENT Single mother with two children urgently looking for a rental property in the hills.  
Please contact Chelsea on 0498 471 378. 
 
HOUSE FOR RENT Large 4 bedroom 2 bathroom house with two offices, large dining and living areas, brick lock up 
garage. All on large 1 acre property. Very close To Helena Senior College In Glen Forrest. $720 per week. Suit large 
family or working from home. Enquiries, please call Peter on 0411 450 784. 
 
THINKING OF BUILDING ON YOUR LAND OR DEVELOPING YOUR LAND?? You may need the services of a 
local licensed land surveyor and active supporter of the Silver Tree Steiner School.   Please call Peter of Naturaliste 
Land Surveys on 041 145 0784 or email pag@westnet.com.au to discuss.  
 

PATHWAYS FARM is a local not-for-profit organisation. Our volunteers have grown fruit and vegetables for fund 
raising since the early 1970’s. We avoid pesticides whenever possible, only using organically acceptable recipes if the 
natural predators are being overwhelmed. You can find us at the Silver Tree market each Thursday of the school 
term. 
 
CLEANER WANTED Does anyone know of a great cleaner who does a good clean and irons as well? 5 to 6 hours a 
week in Darlington.  Please contact 0435720595 Jenny 

 
You are warmly invited to the 

 

Perth Waldorf School High School Journey 
And Beyond! 

 
6.30pm 

Wednesday 05 June 2013 
Perth Waldorf School Hall 

 
This evening will include information about the PWS High School, an introduction to 
the High School curriculum by teachers, tertiary entrance details and reflections by 

past students and parents of graduates. 
Tea, coffee and refreshments will be served. 
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How is a Steiner Education Different? 

 
Join us on our next school tour on THURSDAY 23rd May and find out how a Steiner curriculum can 

meet your child’s developmental requirements. 
See inside our beautiful classrooms and have a chance to ask your own questions. 

 
Date: 23rd May 

 
Time 9:30 – 10:30 with coffee and cake at question time. 

 
Please register at the school office. 

 
 
 


